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Message From Mr. Silagi
Whittier Families,

It has been a joy welcoming your children into our building this 
year! We are now well into the mix of established routines, and 
are focusing on helping your child learn and grow each day in 
the classroom.   As many of you know, our teachers work 
tirelessly to provide challenging instruction for your children.  
While we want your children to grasp fundamental academic 
skills, we also want them to grow their emotional intelligence 
during their time at Whittier.  Each of our team members is 
committed to developing the whole child in our school 
atmosphere, and I am confident that this will be a year of 
growth both academically and socially for your child.  Please 
know that as principal at Whittier, I feel privileged to serve our 
children and families.  Thank you for your support!

Chris Silagi
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Growth Mindset
vs.

Fixed Mindset 

On August 26th all Whittier students were introduced to 
the concept of a growth mindset.  You’ll find examples of 
what a growth mindset is as opposed to a fixed mindset in 
the graphic to the right. Over the next month students will 
participate in classroom lessons that focus on developing a 
growth mindset.  Each student will also have a growth 
mindset journal. Here a few key takeaways from our 
introductory assembly on the growth mindset:
- Growth Mindset students believe learning is most 

important.
- Fixed Mindset students believe looking smart is most 

important.
- Growth Mindset students believe:

- I can learn anything with hard work.
- I learn from my mistakes.
- I don’t give up when I face challenges.
- I am always trying to improve and grow. 
- My brain can grow stronger and my 

intelligence can increase.

This philosophy will serve as a foundation for our 
students as we begin the process of implementing 
individual goal setting for students later in the school year.  
Here is a link with some introductory resources and 
information for parents regarding Growth Mindset: 
https://www.mindsetkit.org/growth-mindset-parents



Whittier’s Vision and Focus Areas 



Safe and Happy First Day at Whittier
“Pictures from the first day”



Safety Drills at 
Whittier

Student Artwork Beautifies 
Whittier 

Lily Bobor: “Bubble Prints”  

Jack Castline: “Collage Fall Trees”

Abby Aurich: “ Watercolor Jungle Bird”

Ellie Williams: “Fingerprint Self Portrait”

Aidan Dalby: “Astronaut Scott Kelly Inspired Earth Art”

Colin Christensen: “Every Which Way”

Over the past week we have completed 
three separate safety drills.

8/26 – Lockdown Drill 

8/31 – Severe Weather Drill

8/31 – Fire Drill

Our teachers communicate the processes for 
these situations to students prior to their 
occurrence.  We practice these drills to 
assure the safety of all students.  We will also 
have unannounced lockdown and fire drills 
with our local police and fire departments 
during the school year.  

All children did a great job of following 
directions and complying with expectations! 





• 9/12 – Picture Day

• 9/21 – State of Our Schools @ Hubble 7 PM

• 9/23 – No School – School Improvement Day

• 9/28 – EL Family Night – 6 PM

• 9/30 – PTA Romp and Roar

• 10/5 – PTA Meeting 

• 10/10 – No School – Columbus Day

• 10/25 – Parent – Teacher Conferences 

• 11/3 – Parent – Teacher Conferences 

• 11/4 – No School – Teacher Work Day

• 11/11 – Veterans Day Recognition 

• 11/12 – Dream Foundation Trivia Night

• 11/15 – PTA Meeting – 6:30 PM

Mark Your Calendars 


